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President’s  Corner  
Larry Beavers  (W1GTA ) 

 

Hello to all. Please join me in welcoming back the Modulator. I for one, 
sincerely appreciate the efforts of Jim, W1JAP and John, KB1LLN in 
making it a reality. They took the bull by the horns. The Modulator has 
been and will be an important organ of the club in the future. I’m sure 
that we all have missed it. 

 

I encourage you as a member to participate by writing articles. It’s 
easy. You may say to yourself that “I don’t have anything interesting to 
contribute”.  That is certainly not the case.  You can write a few words 
on just about anything. It doesn’t have to be a technical article. It could 
be about operating, experimenting, elmering, how to load up a 
downspout on 20 meters, whatever. It makes for enjoyable and fun 
reading and it is also informative to new members and new hams. 
Hearing about your experiences as a ham is interesting to the rest of us 
and we all love war stories. 

 

Spring is here at last. It is time for outside antenna work and we begin 
to think about Field Day 2005.  Put June 25 and 26 on your calendar.  

 
73, Larry W1GTA 

Inside This Issue
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Visit our Website - http://www.qsl.net/w1sye / 
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Around the Club  
For 2005, we have a new club President - Larry 
Beavers (W1GTA). Larry is very enthusiastic and 
has many great ideas for the club in the upcoming 
year.  We rang in the New Year with the club once 
again providing communications for the Newport 
“First Night” activities.  We all had a good time at the 
event, while also providing community service and 
visibility to the club. 

The club has purchased a Ten-Tec Jupiter HF rig 
and also two (2) Kenwood dual-band handi-talkies (2 
meter / 70 centimeter). This equipment is for club 
use and can be borrowed by the members to try out 
or use for short periods of time.  See Jim (KC1SD)
for any further details. 

The club has moved its monthly meeting place to the 
Portsmouth Fire Department. This is a permanent 
change. The meetings are still on the second 
Monday of the month @ 1900. The meeting room is 
in the upstairs of the station. Park in the back lot, 
away from the building. 

We have been having guest speakers at our monthly 
meetings.  In February, Sean Brennan (KE1AB), 
ARRL ARES Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC) 
for Rhode Island discussed his organization and the 
opportunities that it affords all amateur radio 
operators. In March, Charlie (W1CG) gave a 
presentation on E-H antennas. Charlie has been 
designing and building these antennas for sometime, 
and he provided an excellent overview of their 
characteristics and usage. 

The club has been granted permission to set up a 
club station at the Portsmouth Fire Department. We 
hope to include both HF and VHF rigs. We are 
presently in the process of getting the antennas 
installed, and of deciding on a cabinet for storage of
the equipment.  

We need your help ! 

Do you have a good story or article that you would 
like published here in your club newsletter? If so, 
please give it to Jim (W1JAP) or e-mail it to 
jporth@cox.net.  

Ham Happenings  
Ø RI ARES Net – 1st and 3rd Mondays of the 

month @ 2000 on the 146.700 (no PL) Cranston
repeater.  

Ø Slow Scan TV Net - Every Sunday @ 2000 on 
the 145.150 (PL 123) Fall River repeater. All are 
welcome to check into this net. Most people are 
running MMSSTV software on this net. 

Ø The Bristol County Youth Net - 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month, while school is still in 
session, @ 1445 on the 145.150 (PL 123) Fall 
River repeater. All interested amateurs are 
invited to check into the net whether they are 
associated with a school or not. The net was 
started as a joint venture of the Amateur Radio 
Clubs of the Kuss Middle School and Third 
Baptist Christian School in Norton MA. 

Ø Yankee Six Meter SSB Net - (New England) 
Every Sunday at 0930 on 50.275 MHz USB. 

Ø RI SATERN Net - (Salvation Army Team 
Emergency Radio Network) is held on the 1st
Monday of each month @ 2100 on the 146.835
(PL 192.8) Johnston repeater. 

Ø SEMERA, Inc. Swap & Sell Net - Every Monday
@ 1930 on the 147.000 (PL 67.0) Dartmouth 
repeater. 

Ø RI SKYWARN Net – Every Wednesday @ 2030
on the 146.760 (no PL) Scituate repeater. 

W1SYE Net Controllers  
Monday  – Jim Lowrimore (KD4ONW)  

Tuesday  – Open (anyone interest?) 

Wednesday  – Jeff Hovhanesian (WA1OYN)  

Thursday  – Pat Padillia (N1QMH)  

Friday  – Jim Porth (W1JAP)  

Sunday  – Bob Day (AA1LG) 
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Technical Tid Bits  

The Simplified 2 meter J -Pole  

By Michael Martens, KB9VBR  

 
Many a new ham’s first antenna has been the 2 meter J-Pole.  Our club regularly has a J-Pole antenna party 
where the new hams can socialize with other hams and get a good antenna to boot.  The J-Pole is an excellent 
antenna for working the local repeaters and 2m simplex voice and digital modes.  The J-Pole antenna can be 
best described as a ½ wave vertical with a ¼ wave matching stub.  Many old-timers call the J-Pole an end-fed 
Zep, as it is similar in design to the end-fed antennas of the 1930’s; most notably the antennas used on the 
Zeppelin dirigibles.  Average gain with a 2 meter J-Pole is about 3 db.  Many like to compare the gain and 
antenna pattern to that of a Ringo Ranger.  The biggest advantage of the J-Pole is that it is at DC ground, so it 
can be mounted just about anywhere and still work.  Be aware, though, that the J-Pole will couple with nearby 
large objects or structures, so try to keep it at least 6-8 feet from buildings.  A highly durable J-Pole antenna can 
be built out of copper tubing very inexpensively. The only tools you need are a tape measure, hack saw or pipe 
cutter, propane torch, solder and flux. You will need the following materials:  

1 10 foot piece of ½ inch copper tubing 

1 ½ inch T connector 

1 ½ inch elbow 

2 ½ inch end caps 

2 ½ - 1 inch hose clamps for attaching coax 

Cut the copper tubing into four pieces according to the diagram.  If you are mass-producing J-Poles, you will get 
four Js out of three 10-foot pieces of copper. Clean the ends of the tubing and the connectors with sandpaper. 
Apply solder flux and solder together according to the diagram. Use rosin core solder, acid solder won’t hold up 
to the environment. Put end caps on the tops of the radiator and the stub, but leave the bottom piece open for 
moisture to drain. Use the hose clamps to attach the coax to the J. The center should attach to the radiator and 
the braid to the stub. The hose clamps should be positioned about 2 inches up from the T connector, but you will 
want to use an SWR meter or antenna analyzer to find the best feedpoint with the lowest SWR. Once the 
antenna is tuned you should be close to 1.0:1 across the entire 2m band, although slight variations in 
construction and placement will affect the SWR. You definitely should be able to get below 1.5:1 without any 
trouble. Tape or seal the coax so that water will not get into the foam dielectric.  For a more permanent feeding 
solution, you can solder an SO239 chassis connector to the radiator and run a piece of 12ga wire out of the 
center pin and solder it to the stub. Since this is permanent, use the hose clamp method to find the lowest point 
of SWR first. Be very careful in soldering the SO239, as it doesn’t take much heat to melt plastic insulator. 
Tinning the SO239 and the pipe before soldering it to the antenna works the best.  Mount the J-Pole on a mast 
with at least 2 hose clamps or U-bolts. In these plans the mounting section is 11 inches long, but you can leave 
that part as long as you need it to facilitate mounting. Just make sure that the mounting mast does not extend 
above the T connector.  The copper J-Pole is extremely durable. I have one installed at home that has gone 
through two winters without any problems. These antennas can also be mounted on a mast and jammed into 
the ground for an emergency station. Local ARES groups could work with emergency government to place J-
poles on the roofs of fire stations and shelter locations. These antennas require no maintenance and are 
inexpensive enough that they can be installed everywhere.  

Continued on Page 4 
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Technical Tid Bits (continued)

The Simplified 2 meter J -Pole  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly dimensions of 2 meter J-Pole 
 

58 inches 

11 inches 

2 inches

19 inches 

Attention  
 
Have you paid your 2005 Newport County Radio 
Club dues yet? If not, please contact our friendly 
Treasurer Rich Travers (N1ZSR).  

 
Thank You. 

Strays  
An OM will pay $2 for a $1 item he needs. 

An XYL will pay $1 for a $2 item that she doesn't 
need. 

A YL worries about the future until she gets an OM.  

An OM never worries about the future until he gets 
an XYL! 

A successful OM is one who makes more money 
than his XYL can spend. 

A successful YL is one who can find such a man! 

2005 NCRC VE Sessions  

April 23 
June 11 

September 24 
December 10 

 
Location:  
Middletown Baptist Church 
1818 West Main Rd. 
Middletown, RI. 
 
Testing begins @ 0900 ($14 fee) 
 
Contact: Jack GarForth (K1JK) @ 401-683-2250 
for more information.  

NCRC Meetings  
 

April 11 
May 9 

June 13 
July 11 

August 8 
September 12 

October 10 
November 14 
December 12 
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-  THE AMATEUR'S CODE -  

by Paul M. Seg al, W9EEA (1928)  
The Radio Amateur is: 
CONSIDERATE ..... never knowingly operating in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 
LOYAL ..... offering loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs and the 
American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented 
nationally and internationally. 
PROGRESSIVE..... with knowledge abreast of science, a well built and efficient station, and operation 
beyond reproach. 
FRIENDLY ..... with slow and patient operation when requested, friendly advice and counsel to the 
beginner, kindly assistance, co-operation and consideration for the interests of others. These are the 
hallmarks of the amateur spirit. 
BALANCED ..... Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or 
community. 
PATRIOTIC ..... with station and skill always ready for service to country and community.  

 
 

RI  SKYWARN  
To obtain critical weather information, the 
National Weather Service located in Taunton,  
MA, and cooperating organizations, has established 
SKYWARN Spotter Networks. The Rhode Island 
Skywarn Emergency Coordinator is Martin 
Mendelson (N1JMA). Martin holds a weekly Skywarn 
Spotter Net on Wednesday nights at 2030 on the 
Scituate repeater (146.760 MHz / No PL). When a 
SKYWARN net is actually activated, ham radio 
operators respond on their local repeater, by notifying 
the net control of severe local weather. That 
information, coupled with Doppler radar, satellite, and 
other data, enables the National Weather Service to 
issue more timely and accurate warnings for severe 
life-threatening weather. This information helps to 
provide citizens of our community with potential life-
saving information.   

As an additional note, the NWS has scheduled a 
SKYWARN training session for any interested RI 
amateurs. The training will be held on Saturday, May 
14, 2005, from 1200-1500 at Kent Hospital, 455 
Tollgate Road, Warwick , RI.  Please contact Martin 
(N1JMA) for any further details. 

Member Spotli ght  
 

Name:  Rich Travers 
Call Sign:  N1ZSR 
 
Rich is currently the 
Treasurer for the 
NCRC.  He is an 
active and respected 
member in the club.   
He holds an Extra  
Class amateur radio 
license.  Rich is a  
Production Specialist  
 at Raytheon, where 
 he has worked for 34 
 years.  He lives in 
Warren, RI with his  
wife and two children.  
In his spare time,  
Rich enjoys all aspects of amateur radio, especially 
using voice mode on both HF and VHF/UHF bands.
He has worked many countries and has been 
successful in chasing DX.  Rich also enjoys camping 
and playing golf. 
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Amateur Quiz  
Can you identify the picture shown below?  Do you know any of these gentlemen? 

Hint:  The answer(s) are located on the next page. 

Classified  

Buy -Sell -Trade  

The newsletter will be a great place to get rid of (or 
find) that special piece of equipment for your ham 
shack. If you have anything to Sell, Trade, or that 
you want to Buy – contact Jim Porth (W1JAP) and 
we will get it into our next issue. 

Thoughts to Ponder…  
We have been “brainstorming” on possible future 
activities for the club. The idea is to increase 
member participation by having interesting activities 
while also reinforcing our friendships through 
socialization.  Suggestions include the following:  

a. Fox Hunt 
b. Summer Cookout 
c. Training “Elmer” Sessions 
d. Evening Dinner Out 
e. JOTA – Boy Scouts “Jamboree On The Air” 
f. Participation in more Amateur Radio “Special 

Events” 
If you have any thoughts on these, or any other ideas 
- let us know.

Help is Available…
If you are a club member and you need help or 
assistance in installing any ham equipment, be it an 
antenna or other device, please do not hesitate to 
ask our fellow club members  – we care! 
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MFJ -418 Morse Code / CW Tutor with LCD Display 
 

Answer to Amateur Quiz  
“A fine Group of Radio Operators”  

This is a picture of the Newport County Radio Club taken at the Seaman’s Church Institute, Newport, RI in September 

1976. 

Top Row:  Lenny, Unknown, Jim (W1PDL), Bob (WA1AUL), Bill (K1PTV) , Dave (N1DB), Fred, Ivan (KA1AVG), Walt 

(W1IAG), Art (W1AM), Dick, Fred (W1JFF)  

Bottom Row:  Peter (KQ1X), Dan (W1GHH), Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, Norm (WA1OSL)  

Editor’ s QSO  
Jim Porth (W1JAP)  

“Our first Issue”  

This is our “First Issue” of the new and improved 
Newport County Radio Club newsletter – The 
Modulator .  Our intention was to breathe new life 
into the newsletter to bring it back once again as a 
medium for information to be passed and shared 
amongst the club members. Hopefully, in some 
small way, we have succeeded in doing just that. We 
realize that not everyone has Internet access and 
can get to the club web page, thus we plan to bring a 
few paper copies (black & white versions) to the 
monthly club meetings to be shared by all. This 
newsletter is for the club member’s benefit, so please 
feel free to submit any material that may be of 
interest.  The staff will ensure that it finds its way into 
the next issue.  Initially, the newsletter may not come 
out every month like clockwork, but our goal is to 
ease into a regimen of about one each month.  A key 
component of any organization is good 
communication between its members, and we hope 
that this monthly publication will fill any gaps that we 
may have. Our goal is to provide educational, 
informative, as well as entertaining information that is 
of interest to all. We can do this by our club 
members participating and providing material in 
which to publish.  In conclusion, we hope that you 
find the newsletter enjoyable and worthy of the paper 
that it is printed on. If not, we are always open to 
suggestions!  

73, Jim W1JAP 

- . - .   . - -   Sidebar  

Handy Gadget  – Jim Porth (W1JAP)  

Since I hold a Technician class license, I am in the 
process of learning CW in order to upgrade for my 
General ticket. A friend of mine showed me a handy 
little gadget to help me learn my characters, 
numbers, etc.  It is the MFJ-418 Morse Code / CW 
Tutor with LCD Display .  It is a device that is 
powered by an internal 9 volt battery, and is 
programmed with all the characters, numbers, and 
punctuation.  It also is pre-programmed with 200 
commonly used words, as well as a few simulated 
QSOs.  The device will play back operator-selected 
groups of the characters, numbers, or punctuation, in 
a random order through its internal speaker – thus 
you cannot “memorize” any sequences.  It is pocket-
sized and portable, and even has a headphone jack 
for quiet listening. It allows selection of up to 80 
words per minute code speed, so it is not only useful 
for the new CW enthusiast, but also can be used by 
the experienced fist to increase their code speed. 
The advertised price from MFJ is $79.95 as shown 
below.
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